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Introduction

Wroctaw is a unique and dynamic city, making an excellent place for
investment and business development. The Wroctaw Agglomeration's assets
have not only been long appreciated by foreign investors, but they also have
become a foundation for growth and global expansion of many well known
Polish companies. However, the contemporary dynamics of change results in
emergence of new needs, making information an increasingly valuable business
resource. Both foreign conglomerates and domestic businesses seek useful
information, indispensable in successful investment related decision-making.
New economic conditions require undertaking non-standard action, which led
to originating the Invest in Wroctaw project (www.invest-in-wroclaw.pl). Many
risk factors can be avoided, if one has a better understanding of sector-specific
determinants and the development prospects of their own line of business as
well as related industries. This was the rationale behind studies of the Wroctaw
Agglomeration's priority, strongly developing sectors, including the following
ones:

Automotive industry, Electronics, Chemical and
Pharmaceutical industry, Mechanical engineering, IT, BPO,
Food industry.

We hope that the free of charge sector analyses will facilitate decision-making
not only for potential investors, but also the companies already operating in the
area of the Wroctaw Agglomeration. Integration of information from different
sources is supposed to contribute to establishing co-operation between
suppliers, subcontractors and recipients from diverse lines of business related to
sectors which are priority for Wroctaw's development. Due to improving market
transparency and increased ease of contact with businesses, the resulting
benefits may be also enjoyed by local administration units, and most notably
local communities. By combining all of the elements mentioned, it becomes
possible for the whole Wroctaw Agglomeration region to increase its growth
dynamics and attain a competitive advantage. We hope that in this way we are
redefining the standards of support for business development.
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Poland ranks eight in European sales of chemicals, the leaders being Germany and France. In 2012, the Polish
chemical sector's revenue amounted to over 131 billion PLN, yielding an approximate 6% rise as against the
previous year. Despite the slightly lower growth rate compared to 2011, the chemicals industry still ranks second
(following the food sector) in terms of share in the domestic industrial output volume. Its share (along with
pharmaceuticals and plastics) accounts for as much as 14%. In 2013, there were 11 thousand enterprises
operating in the chemicals sector, employing a total of around 250 thousand staff. As far as the sector’s structure
is concerned, the plastics and rubber processing subsegment is very fragmented, as this kind of business
operation is undertaken by as much as over 70% of the industry's companies, while the subsegment of
chemicals and chemical goods is firmly consolidated, with companies with State Ownership having a key
significance.

After the country's accession to the EU, domestic enterprises initially focused on meeting the EU requirements
with regard to gas and dust emissions. Therefore, investments were concentrated on operation related to
environmental protection and energy efficiency. For a few years now, investments have been already able to
target companies’' business development, too. The pace of the changes being implemented makes the sector
one of the most innovative industries. The chemicals industry is very sensitive to the state of the current
economy, which results from the fact that only a small part of the production output reaches consumers
directly, with a major share of goods (almost 70%) being supplied to other economy sectors to be reused for the
manufacture of day-to-day use consumer products, as well as in agriculture (production of fuel, plastics,
cosmetics, fertilisers, or plant protection agents).

The chemicals industry in Poland boasts a long tradition, as it was in Poland where crude oil was first applied on
a mass scale. Today, the sector is characterised by intense research and development activity, which determines
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